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This thesis is based on S. Langer’s interpretation on dance art, which divides into 
three issues, and every chapter of the thesis is an explanation. The first chapter argues 
about what is dance? After pointing out the flaws of former theories, and according to 
Langer’s assumption of art illusion, the thesis starts to interpret the essence of art and 
define dance. The second chapter mainly argues on the symbolic meaning of 
expressing feelings of dance, and describes some key concepts of the theories of 
Langer’s. The third chapter argues on how the dancing imagination is created, It 
contains three aspects. First is on the various meanings of form on different dance 
history, second is on how is dance expressing feelings, which is interpreted by 
introducing the action and pose of dancing practice which express feelings. The last is 
on the difference and analogy between dance and other kind of art, which makes the 
essence of dance more clear. 
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① 闻一多：《说舞》，《闻一多全集》第 2 卷，湖北人民出版社 1993 年版，第 210-211 页 
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